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Bookmarks template to be used with section 7 of the pack – ‘reading the symbols in a church’

Information for Leader

Prepare the above bookmark blanks in advance with the name of church and also, if you wish, an appropriate symbol (but this should be kept small to allow for child’s work). 

Introduction:  (5minutes)

· Introduce idea of symbols, reminding children that they will have seen many symbols on road signs, etc. Talk a little about symbols that we see on roads and other symbols that children may recognize. 

· Display pictures of symbols that are found in the church, such as crosses, fish, etc. remind the children that as well as being attractive shapes or patterns these all have meanings. 

· Ask if anyone knows what each of them means. Discuss and explain the meaning of each one, allowing the children to guess and contribute ideas as you go along. 

Main Activity 1 (20-25 minutes)

· Allow the children to explore the church in small groups, with adults keeping an eye on them. Their task is to find as many symbols in the church as possible. 

Main Activity 2 (20-25 minutes)

· Invite the children to draw some of the symbols they have found onto the bookmark blanks.

· If there is time, and space on the bookmarks, ask the children to create a symbol that would look good in a church.    

Plenary (5 minutes) 

· Start by discussing where the children found the symbols, and remind them of the meanings as you go. 

· Look at some of the examples of drawings and bookmarks that the children have produced, congratulating them for their hard work. 
· Ask some of the children what their favourite symbol of all those they have seen is, and why.
