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The Writing on the Wall:

exploring medieval graffiti in

our parish churches

Dr Jenny Alexander, University of Warwick
J.S. Alexander@warwick.ac.uk
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Berlin Wall
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Mystic symbols?
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The Pilgrimage Route across
Northern Spain and its Destination













Nottingham St
Mary
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Minster Lovell, St
Kenelm, Oxfordshire
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Lincoln Cathedral tomb of
Bishop Fleming, d.1431




i. Winchester crypt c.1080

ii. Santiago de Compostela
after 1075

iii. Buildwas 13th-c

iv. Lincoln 1220-35
v. Kenilworth Barn, 14th-c

vi. Apethorpe Hall, 1550 &
1625







Santiago de
Compostela, choir
tribune N, bay 3



Cathedral,
her level
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Nottingham St
Mary

Nave and N Transept from
SE, (crossing pier and
vault early 19thc)
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S porch,
left, N




S Transept, left, and N Transept, right



Plan with areas of masons' marks






Nave

Tower

Transept \

Choir

Diagrams to show the relationships
between the marks on the main
sections of the church

Numbers of marks on tiles,
shared marks in brackets



Phase la Phase Ib Phase Ic Phase 1d
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