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BASSETLAW AND NEWARK & SHERWOOD DISTRICTS

Nottinghamshire has over 300 historic church buildings. The Church of England
recognizes the importance of these wonderful buildings to Nottinghamshire’s tourism
and is pursuing a number of initiatives to make them more accessible to tourists, pilgrims
and local people.
This booklet lists those that are open as part of the Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham’s
pilot open weekend focusing on the districts of Bassetlaw and Newark & Sherwood. Next
year we hope to expand to include more of Nottinghamshire’s churches in a summer
open weekend.
Heather Sirrel
Open Churches Project Officer
Heather.Sirrel@southwell.anglican.org
Dunham House, 8 Westgate, Southwell, Notts NG25 0JL.
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Are you fascinated by church history?
Could you help us bring church heritage to life?

The Southwell & Nottingham Diocese
Church History Project would like to
hear from you!
Churches are a valuable part of our heritage, being both significant guides to British
architecture and important focal points within our communities.
The Church History Project was set up in 1998 by the Diocese of Southwell &
Nottingham in conjunction with the University of Nottingham to provide an
accurate historical and archaeological record for each church and church site within
the Diocese. The recent award of a Heritage Lottery Grant will enable this work to
expand into both education and tourism.
The Church History Project is looking for volunteers to help research the 314
churches in the Diocese as part of the project.
To get involved, or for more information about this
exciting and innovative project please contact:
Nick Harding, Church History Project, Dunham House,
8 Westgate, Southwell, Notts NG25 0JL
01636 817234
nick@southwell.anglican.org
Full training and support will be given.
Please note that every care has been taken in compiling this booklet, and the
information supplied was correct at the time of publication.

http://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk
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We are delighted that we have so
many churches open this weekend to
welcome visitors from near and far.
We are so fortunate to have such a
rich variety of historical buildings
in our towns and villages to visit.
Places of prayer and worship,
centres of community life and
service, buildings of historical and
architectural significance.
This is a new initiative which we
hope to expand through the county
and city in the future.
We appreciate the support of various
partners including Heritage Inspired
in South Yorkshire and Bassetlaw
District Council and especially
acknowledge the hospitality on offer
from all the people in the churches
taking part.
The Revd David McCoulough
Director of Partnerships and Mission
Department for Development
Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham
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Welcome
This year, 2010, sees the start of the Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham’s Open Churches
Project. This pilot open weekend involves more than 70 churches across the districts of
Bassetlaw and Newark & Sherwood, either by simply opening their doors and welcoming
visitors, or perhaps by offering refreshments and staging activities and events.
The Open Churches Project is launched as a new initiative under the umbrella of the Church
History Project. The Church History Project was initially set up by the Diocesan Advisory
Committee to provide detailed historical and archaeological information about every church
within the Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham. New information is continually being
added to the existing website http://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk
The Church History Project has been awarded a significant grant from the Heritage Lottery
Fund, providing us with the opportunity to expand and develop into both tourism and
education. The aim being that by the end of the project every church will be represented on
the website and have access to both tourism and educational material.
This Open Churches weekend represents an initial start for tourism and we are delighted
that more than 70 churches are getting involved.
This simple guide booklet includes information submitted from each church taking part.
We hope you will find it useful in planning a visit to a few of them. Come and find a warm
welcome at these wonderful heritage sites; soak up the atmosphere and the history of these
places where people have worshipped for centuries.
Heather Sirrel
Open Churches Project
contact: heather.sirrel@southwell.anglican.org
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Askham, St. Nicholas

Blyth, St. Mary & St. Martin

NG22 0RU

S81 8DW
This church is unique in that it was originally
founded as a Benedictine monastery but has since
become a parish church. It has been described as
“The Jewel of North Nottinghamshire”. The Priory
was built and founded in 1088, only twenty two
years after the Norman Invasion, by monks who
travelled from Rouen in France. It has an amazing
Doom painting, mediaeval screen paintings, and
splendid Victorian stained glass windows. Other
outstanding features include green man and green
dragon carvings.

The church, dating from at least the 13th century is
of a simple un-aisled plan with chancel, nave, west
tower and south porch. Norman masonry is visible
externally on either side of the porch.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Events: There will be an exhibition of work by pupils
of East Markham Church of England Primary school.
Disabled parking: none designated, however access
from the street is by a slight incline path.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Beckingham, All Saints
DN10 4PP
At first sight the church appears to be a late
mediaeval building, but the more discerning eye will
spot one or two things that do not quite fit into such
a bland picture. For example there is a lead lined
Norman tub font and classic Norman traits in some
of the stonework.
There are many items of interest to look out for.
For instance, the image in the south aisle of a little,
old man armed with a sword, his crowned head
stuck at right angles to his body; the fine stained glass
in the east window, which was damaged by enemy
action in May 1941; a brass plate to the memory of
Mrs. Marion Parkinson, one of the survivors of the
sinking of the troopship ‘Birkenhead’ off the Cape of
Good Hope in 1852; and some fine and evil looking
gargoyles on the north wall.
Open: Saturday 10am – 4pm, Sunday 12– 4pm.
Events: There will be an historical photograph
display and also a simple quiz on various aspects and
features of the church.
Open gardens arranged by the Village Garden Society.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:45am. Holy Communion.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Open: Saturday 10am – 12 noon & 2:15 – 5pm;
Sunday 10am – 5pm.
Events: This weekend will be part of the annual
Village Festival. The school will be having their
summer fayre and there is a “Party in the Park”, a
family picnic event on the Saturday night. There
will be guided tours of the church, craft stalls and
an evening concert on Friday 2nd July by the Village
Harmony Choir.

Carburton, St. Giles
S80 3BU
The Grade II* listed church of St. Giles is an unusual
shape and dates back to the early 12th century. It
is a small chapel consisting of a nave and chancel
with bellcote on the west and a porch on the south.
The west window is 14th century and the chancel
windows are 13th century.
St. Giles’ was formerly in the parish of Edwinstowe
but is now linked with Worksop Priory.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 10:30am – 4pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 11:30am Mass.
Extra information: Directions can be found on
http://www.worksoppriory.co.uk/worksop%20
priory%20directions.htm
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Clarborough,
St. John the Baptist
DN22 9NA
This church was founded and endowed in 1258 and
later restored by James Fowler in 1874. The interior
retains both its 13th and 14th century arcades.
The church stands to the south-east of the village,
on the side of a hill. The building consists of a nave,
a chancel, and two side aisles. The tower is squat,
battlemented and contains six bells. Of interest is the
fact that due to a structural failure in the past, the
nave aisle is now offset.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: No service at St. John’s,
as there is the Patronal festival of St. Paul, at nearby
Hayton Parish Church.
This church is generally open to visitors at the
weekends all year round.

Carlton-in-Lindrick,
St. John
S81 9EG

for burning its service books in the previous reign
of Mary. The churchwardens have on two occasions
been before the Archdeacon’s court for too much
loud bell ringing!
After the enclosures of the early 19th century
the population of the parish increased. During the
century the parish benefited from the philanthropy of
Robert Ramsden who provided a school, and a clock
for the church.
Various interior restorations have taken place since
then. The present gallery dates from 1892, the Becket
Chapel was restored in 1935, and in 1936 there was a
death watch beetle infestation.
Of interest at the church is the tower with its
Anglo Saxon stonework, the chancel from the 12th
century enlargement, the Norman font and the small
alabaster crucifixion.
Open: Saturday 9am – 4pm, Sunday 8:15am – 7pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 8:15am Holy Communion
(BCP); 10am Morning Prayer; 6pm Informal Praise.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
carlton-in-lindrick/hintro.php

Clayworth, St. Peter
DN22 9AD
St. Peter’s dates back nearly nine hundred years. It is
situated about six miles north of Retford and on the
ancient Roman road from Lincoln to Doncaster. It is
known for its world-famous Traquair murals painted
on the walls of the chancel by the renowned Scottish
artist Phoebe Anna Traquair (1852-1936). The murals
were completed in 1905 and restored in 1996.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 9am – 6pm.
Events: Local history walk leaflets available; church
tours, Saturday afternoon at 2pm and 3pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 11am.

The church of St. John, Carlton-in-Lindrick, is
situated a few miles north of Worksop. It has had a
number of additions, notably in the early 12th, 15th
and 19th centuries and it was not until 1646 that it
finally became known as St. John’s, having had a
number of dedications before then.
In the reign of Elizabeth I the church was in trouble
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www.stpetersclayworth.org
This church is generally open to visitors all year
round.
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Clumber Park,
St. Mary the Virgin
S80 3AZ
St. Paul’s, the original chapel at Clumber Park, was
demolished by Henry Pelham-Clinton, the seventh
Duke of Newcastle, who commissioned the new
chapel of St. Mary the Virgin to be built in 1886. This
was built by George Frederick Bodley and Thomas
Garner and completed by 1889 at a cost of £30,000.
The cruciform church has a 180ft. spire which
rises out of an octagonal tower. The interior nave is
plain but the chancel is decorated with carvings. The
stained glass is all Victorian, as is the organ.
The church is now Grade I listed and is under the
care of the National Trust as part of Clumber Park.
Open: Chapel closed due to structural damage but
park open all day.
Events: National Trust exhibition.
Directions can be found on the website http://
www.worksoppriory.co.uk/worksop%20priory%20
directions.htm
Entry to park including car parking is £4.50 (free to
National Trust members).
The park is open to visitors all year round.

The north arcade is 14th century while the south
arcade is 15th century. Having survived being in
“an evil plight” in the 15th century, the church was
restored in the late 1800s.
Features of historical interest include a complete,
battlemented, mediaeval exterior; a pinnacled porch
with stone arches like a timber wagon roof; a fine
15th century wooden screen; and some unusual
interior wall paintings.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 10am – 4pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: Baptism service Sunday
pm, but visitors still welcome.

East Markham,
St. John the Baptist
NG22 0SA
Called “the Cathedral of the Trent Valley” by Sir John
Betjeman, the church celebrated six hundred years
of worship in this building in June 2009. There has
been a long association with the Markham family;
Judge Markham being spoken of as the founder of
the present church.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: At the neighbouring
church of St. Peter’s, Headon.
www.eastmarkhamchurch.wordpress.com

East Drayton, St. Peter

This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

DN22 0LF

Everton, Holy Trinity
DN10 5BB
Holy Trinity dates back to the 12th century, and has
some fine Norman arches. The decoration in the arch
over the south door is also probably Norman but of
Viking descent.
The church of East Drayton was in the possession of
the Chapter of York until at least the end of the 12th
century. Architecturally, the oldest part of the church
dates from the late 12th century with later 13th and
15th century additions.

Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 6:30pm.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.
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Gringley-on-the-Hill,
St. Peter & St. Paul
DN10 4RF
The parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul is of
Norman construction, with a later Perpendicular
tower. Of note is an early English pillar piscina
- a free-standing bowl for ceremonial washing.
The church stands in an elevated position with
spectacular views on fine days.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9:30am.
www.gringleyvillage.org.uk/churches/index.html
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Grove, St. Helen
DN22 0RJ
St. Helen’s is a small, Grade II listed church
consisting of a nave and chancel. The tower is
squat and contains two bells. The period when this
church was founded is not exactly known, but in all
probability it was prior to the Norman Conquest; the
current building dates from 1882.
Features of interest include the antique
monumental floor stones with intriguing inscriptions
and figures.
The situation of this church is particularly beautiful
as it is seated on a small hill and surrounded by
mature trees.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 10am – 4pm.

Headon-cum-Upton,
St. Peter
DN22 0RD
St. Peter’s has stood atop the hill in the centre of the
village for almost eight hundred years. It was once
much larger than it is now, suggesting both greater
wealth and a much larger community in days gone by.
It has experienced many changes of fortune during
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the centuries, having been neglected and renovated
by both Roman Catholic and Puritan, extravagantly
decorated and plain but it has never been disused.
There are many interesting things to see, from the
scowling face on a buttress to the ancient parish chest
(made from the hollowed-out trunk of an oak tree
which grew between 1173 and 1348).
St. Peter’s is home to the oldest bell frame in the
county, dating from the early 15th century. It was
made for two bells originally, but only one, thought
to be 16th century, remains.
Perhaps the most interesting of all is the effigy in
the church of a knight in armour, which dates from
about 1275. It’s thought to be the tomb of Simon de
Headon, Sheriff of Nottingham in 1259 – the very one
famed as Robin Hood’s arch enemy!
Open: all weekend during daylight hours.
Events: A ‘Prayer Tree’, Stations of the Cross, and
a display of pictures and documents relating to the
history of the church and village.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:30am Group Eucharist.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
headon-cum-upton/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors every day
throughout the summer.

Holbeck, St. Winifred
S83 3NQ
The building of St. Winifred’s began on the 28th of
July 1913 and was completed on 25th July 1916. The
stone altar was made at Welbeck by Harry Stubbings.
The sanctuary lamp is quite magnificent: It hangs
from an hexagonal wheel cap and wrought iron chain
work; the oil container is made of ruby White friars
glass. The pulpit is made of oak grown in Welbeck
Park – the same wood was used in the dome of St.
Paul’s Cathedral!
Open: Sunday 10:30am – 1pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 11:45am.
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Mattersey, All Saints
DN10 5DX

Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:45am Holy Communion.
www.mistertonvillage.org.uk/churches/anglican.htm
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

North Wheatley,
St. Peter & St. Paul
All Saints is a delightful church building dating back
to the 12th century. It has fine mediaeval stone tablets
depicting St. Helena and St. Martin, as well as a
renowned War Memorial window.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9:30am. Family Service.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
mattersey/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

DN22 9DA
St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s is a Grade II* listed church
dating from the 13th century. The tower has a “dogleg” staircase of the same date leading to the ringing
chamber.
The church has many notable features such as
brasses with the merchant’s mark ‘Edward Sheffield
1445’, and the only example of a Roman tombstone in
North Nottinghamshire, the upper portion of which
was found under the tower in 1929, and authenticated
in 1931.Other features of interest include the nine 15th
century pew ends with poppy heads, and the altar,
stools and pulpit, which are all Jacobean; the pulpit is
dated 1604, with strap work and inscription “woe is
me except I preach the gospel”.

Refreshments (10:30am – 4pm. Sunday)

Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Events: Exhibition and sale of work by local artists
from Friday 25th June until Sunday 4th July.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:30am. All Age Worship.

Misterton, All Saints

This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

DN10 4HN
Mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Munstretton”,
this village already had a church by 1086. At around
1200, we know that that church consisted of a nave,
north aisle and chancel, the remains of which can be
seen in the north of the existing chancel.
The stonework of the East Window is remarkable
and dates from about 1230; the stained glass within
commemorates the reign of Queen Victoria. The
stained glass in the East Window of the side chapel
was designed by John Piper and made by his
glassmaker Patrick Reyntiens, both famous for their
window in Coventry Cathedral. Work of another
famous stained glass artist, Charles Kempe is present
in the south wall of the church.

Norton Cuckney, St. Mary
NG20 9JR
St. Mary’s is a stone and slate building and there has
been a church on this site since Norman times; the
12th century doorway between the porch and the
nave, the western half-pier, one column of the arcade
between the nave and the north aisle and a piscina in
the nave all survive. Rebuilding took place in the 13th
century and again in the 15th century.
The churchyard contains the remains of Cuckney
castle.
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Open: Saturday and Sunday 9:30am – 6pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10am. Morning Prayer.

family (including Nelson). Beautiful Victorian and
Edwardian stained glass adorns the windows.

Generally open to visitors day to day in British
Summer Time and weekends only in the winter.

Open: Saturday 10am – 5pm, Sunday 12 – 8:30pm.
Events: Summer fayre on Saturday & Sunday
(after worship), including a variety of food tastings
including locally made chocolate!
7:30pm. Chariots of Joy Gospel Choir concert; tickets
available either on the door or from Retford tourist
information centre.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10am. Sung Mass.

Extra information: Donations are invited for the
Children’s Society ‘Star Project’
Wheelchair access is limited – please ring in advance
to arrange access through the “Vicar’s door”
01623843195.

www.stmichaels.retfordteamministry.org.uk/

Ordsall, All Hallows
DN22 7TU
Ordsall village is mentioned in the Domesday Book
and its church was probably built around the middle
of the 13th century. It is situated in a beautiful spot
on a hill above the river Idle. The first known Rector
was William de Bilburg, who came in 1277.
The author, John S. Piercy, who wrote ‘A History
of Retford’ in 1828, is buried in the churchyard.
Open: Sunday only 11:30am (following end of
morning service) – 6pm.
Events: Brindon Cricket Club gala day across the
road from the church. There will be a teddy bear
parachute jump (ongoing through the afternoon)
from the top of the church tower.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:15am. Family Friendly
Service.
www.ordsallparish.plus.com/Parish/Pages/
History/wilkinson_history_windows.htm
Refreshments (including cream teas)

Retford, St. Michael the
Archangel
DN22 7AY
St. Michael’s is a largely mediaeval church with a
Butterfield Victorian extension and an exquisite and
rare Father Henry Willis organ. It has an unusual
14th century spire that the architect Pugin called “a
poem in stone”. The church has connections to both
Queen Anne & Queen Mary II, and to the Bonsor
10

Extra information: Every Thursday lunchtime in
April and October the church is open for Organ
Recitals. Also open on May Day for the town’s
Charter Day celebrations and for Heritage Open Day
in September.
Refreshments (after the service)

Retford, St. Swithun
DN22 6PL
St. Swithun’s is a large, town centre church and a
major landmark within the town of Retford. It is built
on a cruciform plan with a central tower. The first
written record of a church on the site is in 1258. The
building is Grade II* listed and historically it was
the corporation church of the old borough of East
Retford. It still has the special pews for the Mayor
and Councillors.
The church contains outstanding examples of
stained glass by Clayton & Bell, O’Connor and
Kempe.
Open: Saturday 10am – 12:30pm & 2–5pm; Sunday
11am – 5pm.
Events: A display of photographs “Working for St.
Swithun’s’”, a display of drawings of the current roof
restoration project and organ music – Saturday 10am
– 11am. & 2– 3pm., Sunday 2– 4pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 11am.
Extra information: In addition to the on street
parking there are nearby pay & display car parks.
www.stswithuns.retfordteamministry.org.uk
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St. Swithun’s is generally open to visitors from April
- October, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays; and the
rest of the year Thursdays only. Usually 11am – 2pm.

and sympathetically modernized internally in 1970.
Tucked away from the busy world, in open parkland
with cattle grazing and wildfowl on the lake, it is a
very peaceful place.
Open: Saturday 10am – 6pm., Sunday 9am – 6pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9am. Holy Communion.

Retford, Grove Street
Anglo-Methodist Church
DN22 6LB
A joint Anglican and Methodist church, it dominates
the skyline as you travel along the Retford ring
road on your way to Gainsborough. It is the second
Methodist Church on this site; the previous one
was too small for the size of the congregation. The
church was dedicated in 1880 and is a Grade II listed
building. Designed by Bellamy and Hardy (as was
the Town Hall), the church is a remarkable example
of Victorian architecture.
Presently the building consists of a large entrance,
doubling as a meeting area and coffee lounge leading
through to the main worship area with a seating
capacity of approximately 700. The magnificent organ
is situated on the upper balcony.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:30am and 6pm.
Extra information: Parking is somewhat restricted,
but there is plenty of local parking.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.
Wheelchair access: Disabled access is via the ramp
from the car park at the rear of the church.

Scofton, St. John
S81 0UE
The church of St. John, Scofton-with-Osberton
was designed in the Norman style by the
architect Ambrose Poynter, and built in 1833 as a
private chapel to Osberton Hall. The church was
commissioned by George Savile Foljambe as a
memorial to his wife, Harriet, who died giving birth
to her only child. The church contains a powerful
memorial plaque to her memory.
St. John’s became a parish in 1876. It was restored

This church welcomes visitors all year round; you
may ask for the key from Mrs. Moat next door.

Scrooby, St. Wilfrid
DN10 6AJ
St. Wilfrid’s is the most prominent building in
Scrooby. The whole church is Perpendicular-Gothic,
a style that was popular between 1350 and 1530.
However, it is not the significance of the architecture
that makes it important, but its connection to William
Brewster and the Pilgrim Fathers: St Wilfrid’s was
Brewster’s local church but he absented himself from
the services as he increasingly disagreed with them.
Expelled from church, the Separatists met at Scrooby
Manor before leaving for America.
The church forms part of the Mayflower Trail around
the area; a trail focusing on the churches and places
that were associated with the Pilgrim Fathers.
Open: Saturday 10am – 4pm., Sunday 12:30 – 4pm.
www.scrooby.net/page/visitScrooby
This church welcomes visitors all year round; there is a
notice up in the porch about where to obtain the key.

Stokeham, St. Peter
DN22 0JZ
St. Peter’s is a small Norman style church, thought to
have been built in the 13th century. There is only one
bell; the second is said to have been stolen!
After many years of disuse the church was in a
serious state of disrepair and members of the village
got together to repair the building in full themselves.
Two photographs in the church show the before and
after.
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Open: Sunday 10am – 3pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:45am. Holy Communion
This church welcomes visitors all year round; there is a
notice up in the porch about where to obtain the key.
Refreshments (including lunches)

Sutton-cum-Lound,
St. Bartholomew
DN22 8PW
This fine church, a 14th century Grade I listed
building, stands surrounded by trees on a grassy
mound high above the village. It contains many
notable features, the first of which being the ancient
door – likely an oak tree in the nearby Sherwood
Forest yielded up timber for this centuries ago.
Several of the pew ends are also very old; one is
carved as a human head, thought to represent the
Queen of Sheba.
The list of incumbents at the back of the church
shows changes in quick succession in the late 1300s.
This was at a time when the Black Death was raging
in England and one can only surmise that many of
these men fell victim to this terrible disease. James
Brewster, brother of William Brewster, one of the
Pilgrim Fathers, became Vicar in 1594 but far from
emulating his kinsman’s piety, James was a decided
rogue, being committed to Sessions for drunkenness
and misappropriation of the furnishings and fittings
of Bawtry Hospital of which he was Master.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 11am – 4pm.
Events: An exhibition of antique farm implements on
the Saturday, and crafts (needlework, art, photography
etc) on the Sunday. Various stalls both days.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9:30am.
Extra information: There will be a £1 entrance fee in
aid of church funds.

Tuxford, St. Nicholas
NG22 0HT
The church is situated in the historic market town of
Tuxford, just off the A1. The church is 12th century,
being over eight hundred and thirty years old. It has
a unique and rare canopy above the baptismal font.
The White Chapel is also worth a visit as it has some
interesting plaques and carvings, particularly the one
depicting the Last Supper.
Open: Saturday 11am – 3pm., Sunday 12– 3pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10am.
This church is generally open to visitors all year
round on Wednesdays 9:30am – 12.

Walkeringham,
St. Mary Magdalene
DN10 4HS
The present church dates from the early 13th century.
Of the original building, the largest remaining
portion consists of the 13th century arcades of the
nave. The chancel is separated from the north aisle
by an arcade of two broad bays with a circular pillar
which leans at a seemingly perilous angle. The roofs
are all substantially 15th century; although one beam
in the nave bears the date 1713, carved in the centre.
The stained glass is Victorian, most notably the east
window by William Wailes, installed in 1857.
The top of the early 16th century rood screen was
removed by a former vicar, the Revd. Dr. W. J. Beale
and used to form the priests’ vestry, but the base is
still in its former position. Dr. Beale also carved the
lectern and erected the lych gate.
There are several mason’s marks on the stones,
notably by the lectern, and on the first pillar to the
west of this is carved “R.W. 10.7.1704”.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
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West Drayton, St. Paul
DN22 8EB
Five miles to the south of Retford, this parish church
is the only community building in the village. It was
originally built as a chapel of ease to the parish church
in East Markham. The exact age of the building
is unknown, although the doorway is of typical
Norman style. The stone work of the windows dates
from the 15th century, but the glass is of the 19th &
20th centuries. Its interior is intimate and simple in
character, with a seating capacity of about 70.
The organ (originally built in 1847 for the private
chapel of the Dukes of Newcastle at Clumber Park),
is sited at the back of the church as is the vestry, all
of which is under a Rosemary tiled roof. This was
replaced in 1997.
Open: Saturday 2–5pm, Sunday 12– 3pm.

West Stockwith, St. Mary
the Blessed Virgin
DN10 4HB
On the 21st of May, 1334, the Archbishop of York
granted the inhabitants of West Stockwith leave to
have mass celebrated in the newly built chapel of
Saint Mary the Blessed Virgin, which stood on the
site of the Aegir flats in Canal Lane. The permission
was granted due to the condition of the roads, which
were flooded for part of the year, and the distance
from Misterton. It is known that this chapel was still
standing in 1559.
In his last will and testament,William Huntingdon,
Shipwright, of West Stockwith bequeathed the sum
of £740 for the building of the current fine Georgian
church, described as a chapel of ease, and 10 houses
for the use of poor widows, all to be erected on the
site of this former shipyard. William Huntingdon
died in 1714 and was buried at Misterton, his remains
being re-interred in the white marble tomb housed
to the left of the altar when the church at West
Stockwith was finally completed in 1722.

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/large-static/
walksforum/WestStockwith.pdf
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Worksop Priory, St. Mary
& St. Cuthbert
S80 2JB
Founded in 1103, this Augustinian Priory features
in Simon Jenkin’s book and TV series ‘England’s
Thousand Best Churches’. It has some beautiful
architectural features including an interesting
modern extension; a unique 14th century
gatehouse and shrine; a chapel to the Virgin Mary
and some unique carvings and metalwork. It is an
example of an Oxford Movement church.
Open: Saturday 9:30am – 4pm. and Sunday 12–5pm.
Events: The church Summer Fayre is Saturday 3rd

July 10am – 12:30pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 8am. Low Mass; 9:30am.
Parish Mass; 6pm. Evensong & Benediction.
Extra information: Directions can be found

on www.worksoppriory.co.uk/worksop%20
priory%20directions.htm
This church is generally open to visitors on
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays 9am – 12 and
before and after services all year round.
Refreshments (including lunches on Saturday)

Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9am. Holy Communion.
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Averham, St. Michael &
All Angels
NG23 5RB

The church is likely to be the oldest church still
holding regular worship in Nottinghamshire. It is
thought that the foundations were laid in the late
Saxon period; the main body of the current building
is Norman, with 14th and 15th century extensions.
It contains bench pews and a beautifully painted
nave ceiling. The east window has some 15th century
stained glass.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 2–4pm.

re-dedicated to St. Mary of the Purification. It is said
that Will Scarlett,one of Robin Hood’s men, is buried
in the churchyard; his grave can be found marked by
an unusual assembly of stones.
St. Mary’s is unique in still holding the ancient
annual “Rocking Ceremony”, a re-enactment of when
Jesus was presented as a baby at the temple.
The church has many attractive and interesting
features. An Italian oak and plasterwork pulpit (1760)
and the oak panelling in the chancel were both given
to the church by Southwell Minster. The window in
the north wall shows the Madonna holding the infant
Christ and a black child in her arms, and the 15th
century floor stone in the nave with cross hammer
and square is a memorial to Thomas Leake, forest
ranger 1597.
Open: Saturday 10am – 5pm., Sunday 2–5pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9:15am. Holy Communion.
www.mansfielddeanery.org.uk/blidworth
Extra information: As parking is very limited at St.
Mary’s, we recommend paying a visit to the pub next
door and using their car park.

www.riversideparishes.co.uk/averham.htm

Caunton, St. Andrew
Blidworth, St. Mary of the
Purification

NG23 6AB

NG21 0QH

Before 1000AD the gospel was preached in the open
air at a rough wooden cross on the hill where the
church now stands. Eventually St. Laurence’s Chapel
was built, the tower added in 1485. In 1739 the west
partition of the nave and south aisle was rebuilt
and in 1839 the chancel was added. The church was

This stone-built church is central to the village and
overlooks the willow-lined Caunton Beck.
Internally, Norman pillars suggest that the first
stone building was constructed very early in the 12th
century but with the north arcade and tower base
dating from around 1180. The tower was completed
in the15th century by the addition of a frieze,
battlements and gargoyles. The tower’s clock must be
wound up by hand once a week. It has faces on the
north, west and south sides. There are six bells on a
new frame installed to celebrate the millennium.
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During the incumbency of Reverend Samuel
Reynolds Hole (later to be Dean of Rochester and
founder of the Rose Society), the chancel was
substantially re-ordered by Ewan Christian. The
organ was also installed during Dean Hole’s time and
the stained glass window high on the west wall is a
memorial to him.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 9am – 7pm.
Services: on Sunday 4th July: 10:30am. Family service
and baptism.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
caunton/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors every day in
summer from 8am to 8pm.
Extra information: Please note that if harvest is early
then parking on Main Street can cause problems with
agricultural traffic.

Coddington, All Saints
NG24 2PW
This 13th century church was renovated and restored
in the 1860s under the direction of G.F. Bodley. It
contains work by some of the most famous Victorian
artists and craftsmen in its windows and internal
decoration: Edward Burne-Jones, William Morris,
Ford Maddox Brown and Dante Gabriel Rossetti.
All Saints is also where the “Mothering Sunday”
festival was revived and re-established by Constance
Penswick Smith.
Open: Saturday only 10am – 3pm.
Events: There will be reflective prayer stations set
up in church during the day which should prove
interesting and inspirational!
Services: Sunday 4th July: 6pm.
This church welcomes visitors all year round; you
may ask for the key from Mrs Sheila Bache 01636
674741 or Mr Hugh Daybell 01636 702197.

Carlton-on-Trent, St. Mary
NG23 6LP
A Norman chapel of ease, dedicated to St. John, stood
on this site until it was demolished in 1850 to make
way for the present church dedicated to St. Mary the
Virgin. The church was completed in 1851. The spire,
a local landmark, was added in 1871.
All that remains of the chapel is the arch of the
south doorway and a window in the north chancel
wall. There is some lovely stained glass in the
chancel, especially the east window, and there are
Victorian tiles in the sanctuary. Two banners hang in
the church to mark the millennium depicting scenes
of the church village.
The architect, George Gordon Place, is buried in
the churchyard.
Open: Saturday 2– 4pm.
Events: Garden Party at Carlton Hall, Church Lane,
on the Saturday 3rd of July, 2:30 – 4pm. Entrance fee
of 50p.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 8am. Holy Communion
(BCP).
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
carlton-on-trent/hintro.php
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Cromwell, St. Giles
NG23 6JD
St. Giles’ is a small village church on the Old North
Road, close to the modern A1. The Domesday Book
mentions a church in Crunwelle in 1086 but the
church was largely rebuilt in the 13th century. To
the south the small aisle and chancel aisle have been
much changed over the years but the location of the
chantry chapel can still be appreciated. Two mediaeval
windows in the north chancel wall include remains
of armorial glass. There is also a fine example of a
“flamboyant” window to the north of the high altar.
The church was restored sympathetically in the
late 19th century, which was probably when the
wrought iron screen and gates of the chancel were
added, made by the local blacksmith.
Cromwell is one of 41 ‘Thankful Villages’ in
England, where all the soldiers returned from the
First World War hence there is no war memorial.
This church is easy to visit providing a haven of
peace for the busy traveller.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Events: Next door is the Vina Cooke Museum of
Dolls and Bygone Childhood. The opening times
Open Churches Weekend

for the Doll Museum are 10:30am – 5pm. each day,
including Saturdays and Sundays. Phone to confirm
01636 821 364.

East Stoke, St. Oswald
NG23 5QF

This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Eakring, St. Andrew
NG22 0DA

St. Andrew’s, parts of which date back to the
13th century, is known for its association with the
Reverend William Mompesson, who was known
as the Hero of the Plague, after he helped stop the
spread of the disease by keeping the village of Eyam
in isolation during his time as Rector there in 1665.
Mompesson came to be Rector at St. Andrew’s in
1671. Legend has it that the villagers were afraid he
might have brought plague with him and forced him
to preach outdoors near a tree called the Pulpit Ash. A
memorial cross is now erected at the site. just outside
the village. In reality, he probably preached outdoors
because the church was in a poor state of repair.
In July 2009, three hundred years after
Mompesson’s death, the villagers produced a large
mosaic to commemorate his association with Eakring.
This mosaic now hangs in the church.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 10am – 4pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9:30am.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
eakring/hintro.php

A very well kept village church. In the vestry there
is lots of information about the battle of Stoke Fields
which took place in 1487 just south west of the
village.
It is also the burial place of Lord Pauncefote, first
British Ambassador to the USA.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 6pm. Evensong.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
east-stoke/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Edwinstowe, St. Mary
NG21 9QA
Situated in the heart of Sherwood Forest this beautiful
Norman building has been a place of worship for over
eight hundred years, and is said to be where Robin
Hood and Maid Marion were married.
The present church was built by Henry II as
penance for ordering the murder of Thomas a’Becket.
Both Henry and Thomas’s heads are carved in the
nave and have been facing each other for 8 centuries!
The beautiful archangel window was built in
memory of a relative of Mrs. Alexander, the author of
‘All Things Bright and Beautiful.’ E. Cobham Brewer,
author of Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable,
ministered here, as did Frank Day Lewis, father of the
poet laureate, Cecil, and grandfather of actor Daniel.
At the aumbry a miner’s lamp is lit to reflect the
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village’s more recent history, and our stunning giant
tapestry maps out the village in the late 20th century.
Open: Saturday 10am – 4pm., Sunday 7:45am – 5pm.
Events: There will be a concert in church on Sunday
4th July at 3pm. featuring local talent providing
music and entertainment for all tastes.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 8am. Holy Communion;
10am. Holy Communion.
www.achurchnearyou.com/edwinstowe-st-mary/ ;
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
edwinstowe/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors for and after
Morning Prayer every morning, and all morning and
afternoon on Sundays.

Edingley, St. Giles
NG22 8BE
The church is contemporary with Southwell Minster.
The nave and chancel were rebuilt in 1844. In the
south wall there are the remains of the demolished
14th century aisle. The west door has a chevron
decoration and originally led to a tower.
Open: Saturday 2– 5pm, Sunday 3 – 6pm.
Events: Fair trade produce for sale in the church;
village allotments open day nearby (Sat pm only).
Services: Sunday 4th July: 6pm. Evensong

Egmanton, St. Mary
NG22 0HN
Also known as ‘Our Lady of Egmanton’, St Mary’s
has a shrine to Our Lady and an amazing rood screen
and canopy, the latter in beautiful colours and gilded.
Several pilgrimages are held here each year. The
doors to the organ pipes are decorated in mediaeval
style as is the pulpit. The east window features Mary
and lady saints with their children.
Other features include fragments of mediaeval
glass in some of the windows, and a lovely plain
tapering font with beautiful carved cover.
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Open: Church and grounds open from 2–5pm. both
days.
Events: Saturday 3rd of July – Tea party, teddy
bears’ picnic, hands on decorating cupcakes & other
activities and stalls in the church grounds. Church
trail to follow inside St. Mary’s.
Sunday 4th July – Exhibition of church vestments,
the oldest of which is from the 16th century. Guided
church tours as requested.
This church is generally open to visitors every
Thursday during the summer.

Elston, All Saints
NG23 5NP
This picturesque village church dates back to at
least the 12th century. If you look up at the tower
you may spot the initials RW, WL and IL which
stand for members of the Lascelles family who were
responsible for heightening the 13th century tower
during the 17th century.
The church’s long association with Charles
Darwin’s family is shown by the striking monuments
in the church and churchyard, such as the bust of
Erasmus Darwin, Charles’ grandfather.
Other interesting features include the 14th century
font which still has signs of the staple and hinge of
the original cover. On the copper plaque in memory
of former Rector John South note the carved skull,
hourglass and spade.
In the churchyard, the earliest headstones date
back to 1720. Amongst those buried are villagers,
including children, who died whilst inmates in
the Southwell Workhouse and who were brought
back by horse and cart for interment. The poignant
epitaphs are worth noting including one on a grave
of a 16 year old villager which reads “All you who
come my grave to see, As I am now so you must be”.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 9am – 6pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10am. Family Service.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Open Churches Weekend

Epperstone, Church of the
Holy Cross
NG14 6AD
The parish church of Epperstone is dedicated to
the Holy Cross. It is built of Epperstone stone, with
Mansfield stone for the windows and arcade.
It was recorded in the Domesday Survey that
Epperstone had both a church and a priest, although
evidence has also been found of a church in Saxon
times but the only relics left of an earlier date are
pieces of the font, a finial in the churchyard, and the
lower part of the wall of the nave.
The key features appear to be predominantly
fourteenth century and include the end window of
the aisle, the small buttress on the north wall and the
doorway beside it. The nave roof is later 17th century
work.
Today the church is part of the united benefice of
Oxton, Epperstone, Gonalston & Woodborough.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 10am – 4pm.
www.4churches.webeden.co.uk
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Girton, St. Cecilia
NG23 7JA
Girton was a Saxon settlement. A Saxon grave cross
is now situated in the south porch of the church
and is said to be the oldest ecclesiastical item in
Nottinghamshire. The church is dedicated to St.
Cecilia, patron saint of music. The church was rebuilt
in 1876.

Gonalston, St. Laurence
NG14 7JA

There has been a church here since at least the 13th
century with the chancel walls being original to that
period. The nave and tower were both rebuilt in 1853
by the local architect, Thomas Chambers Hine.
The church houses three stone coffin lids with
mediaeval carved effigies, plus the redundant bowl
of a Norman font and a pillar stoup. Two piscinas
can also be seen, one in the chancel and the other in
the exterior northern face of the chancel wall. There
is one magnificent stained glass window of the
Ascension – with vibrant colours in the nave.
The churchyard is still in use as a burial ground.
Grave markers include iron-railed family plots, plus
both slate and stone markers dating back to the early
18th century.
Today St. Laurence’s is a member of the Prayer
Book Society and is part of the united benefice of
Oxton, Epperstone, Gonalston & Woodborough.
Open: Sunday 12 – 4pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 11am. open air service.

Open: Saturday and Sunday 11am – 4pm.

www.4churches.webeden.co.uk & http://
southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
gonalston/hintro.php

This church welcomes visitors all year round; you
may ask for the key from the farm shop next door.

Extra information: Access is by a small, narrow,
grassy track – look for “to the church” sign.
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Gunthorpe,
St. John the Baptist
NG14 7FZ

Events: On Sunday evening there is a concert in
church by the Sinfonia Chorale and guest organists.
7.30pm, tickets are £8 (includes interval refreshments)
and available from: Karin Lindley (01636 815854) or
email karinlindley@hotmail.com, David Herbert (Tel:
01636 812335) or Alec Wells (Tel: 01636 813491).
Services: Sunday 4th July: 8am. Holy Communion,
9:30am. Morning Family Worship.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
halam/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

A small village church established as a chapel of ease
in 1850, it became a parish church in its own right
in 1993. It is made of Bulwell stone, has a stone font,
stone pulpit and a beautiful stained glass window in
the sanctuary.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm.
Events: The church’s Patronal Weekend exhibits will
remain on display from the previous weekend.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9:15am. Communion .
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
gunthorpe/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Halam, St. Michael
NG22 8AL
St. Michael’s has traditionally been a chapel of ease to
Southwell Minster but is now classed as a parish in
its own right. It is characterised by its tower, which
is unusually squat due to its poor foundations. The
earliest stonework dates from the 12th century.
The new organ was completed in November
2009 and was built by Henry Groves and Son of
Nottingham.
The garden church yard is a beautiful, quiet and
peaceful place worked on by volunteers to encourage
different types of rare plants and creatures.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
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Kelham, St. Wilfrid
NG23 5QX
Tucked away in the grounds of Kelham Hall, the
church has early mediaeval foundations, dominated
by 18th century modifications. There are links to King
Charles I and marks in the main door are said to have
come from the muskets of Cromwell’s Roundheads
during the Civil War.
Open: Saturday 2– 4pm., Sunday 10:30am – 5pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 11am. Holy Communion.
www.riversideparishes.co.uk/kelham.htm & www.
southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
kelham/hintro.php
Extra information: There is additional parking
available at nearby Kelham Hall.

Laxton, St. Michael the
Archangel
NG22 0BF
St. Michael the Archangel’s dates back to 1190.
Interesting features include the six carved effigies,
a small sedilia with three carved seat and a piscina
with two basins where the priest would wash his
hands. In 1339 the church was visited by King John
who came to sign documents at Laxton.

Open Churches Weekend

Open: Saturday and Sunday 10am – 5pm.
Events: Church and village history display. Also
village Gymkhana (equestrian games), and village
tractor run (Sunday afternoon).
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Lowdham,
St. Mary the Virgin
NG14 7BQ

Of four architectural periods with the last, the
15th century, being of strikingly high quality, the
earliest stonework is found in the crypt and dates to
around 1180; there is a 13th century west tower with
14th century upper parts and spire, a 13th century
crossing, and 14th century south aisle. There are two
chantry chapels dating from about 1500.
The church has mediaeval choir stalls and
important fragments of mediaeval stained glass.
Open: 9am – 4pm with an hour closed for lunch
around 12 or 12:30pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 8am., 9:30am. and 6pm.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
newark-st-mary/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors all year
round, Monday to Saturday 9am – 4pm (closed over
lunch).

St. Mary’s is in a beautiful spot on the west side of the
village at the point where the route north from the
Gunthorpe crossing of the Trent comes down from
the Cocker Beck. It is a Grade I listed building with a
tower that dates from about 1170. There is a fine font
dated to 1290 and in the chancel there are early 13th
century arches and the nave and aisles are late 13th
or early 14th century. The clerestory was raised in the
15th century.
Open: Saturday 10am – 4pm., Sunday 2 – 4pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:45am. All Age Service.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
lowdham/hintro.php

Newark, St. Mary
NG24 1JS
One of the most imposing parish churches in
England. The spire, reputed to be the fifth tallest
parish church spire in the country, is visible from
many miles away.

Normanton-on-Trent,
St. Matthew
NG23 6RQ
St. Matthew’s is a pretty church situated in the heart
of Normanton-on-Trent. The church dates mainly
from the 14th century, but parts of the north aisle are
probably 13th century. The rood screen no longer
exists but the steps and doorway can still be seen.
Between the clerestory windows (15th century),
there is some Georgian lettering from the scriptures,
the one nearest the tower being from the psalms.
There are several stained glass windows, one of
which (showing St. Philip & St. George) is a memorial
to Philip George Turner (son of the then Vicar) who
died at El Alamein in World War II.
Open: Sunday only 2:30 – 6pm.
Events: There will be a flower festival in the church
and open garden at nearby Normanton Hall on
Sunday 4th of July, 2:30 – 6pm.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 6pm Songs of Praise.
This church welcomes visitors all year round; there is a
notice up in the porch about where to obtain the key.
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North & South Clifton,
St. George the Martyr

Norwell, St. Laurence
NG23 6JN

NG23 7AP
The grade II* listed parish church of St. George the
Martyr is remotely located in open countryside
between the villages of North and South Clifton. A
footpath leads through the churchyard to the River
Trent, two fields away. The church is of 13th century
origin. Decorative wrought iron gates and railings
enclose the east boundary. Close by is a Victorian
Railway bridge comprising of brick arches and metal
arches stretching over the river. This railway used to
stretch from Chesterfield to Lincoln.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 1– 4pm.
Refreshments (including strawberry & cream teas)

North Muskham,
St. Wilfrid
NG23 6GD
St. Wilfrid’s is an ancient church in a pleasant
riverside setting with lovely views across the
churchyard to the river. Its setting along the riverside
invites people to walk along the towpath to the
lakes, calling in at the Old Ferry Inn. The church has
a significant history having Victorian stained glass
windows, a gothic rood screen and ancient font. The
acclaimed bells are regularly played by local and
visiting campanologists. Church members and the
villagers ensure that the church is open on a daily
basis for quiet contemplation.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 9:30am – 5pm.
Events: History display, book stall, display of past
events and church life, craft and plant stall and bell
ringing demonstrations.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9:30am. Holy Communion
www.riversideparishes.co.uk/northmuskham.htm
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.
Refreshments (including home-made cakes!)
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Remarkably large for a small rural village, the
beautiful mediaeval church of St. Laurence
dominates the eastern approach to Norwell. It looks
out across glebe fields with ridge and furrow and
water meadows. To the south of the churchyard is
the moated site of Overhall prebendal manor which
was besieged in the Civil war. The church building
has features from all mediaeval periods from the
12th century onwards: pillars, arches, the rood stairs,
grave covers and effigies, aumbries and sedillas can
all be dated. Perhaps most striking is the 15th century
roof of the north transept with its green man, and the
clerestory which floods the church with light. The
church was most sympathetically restored by Ewan
Christian in the 19th century; the Victorian additions
have their own charm and in no way diminish the
glory of this historic church.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Events: Displays in and around the church this
weekend invite visitors to explore the theme “what
is life...?” We hope that you will find time to reflect.
In the churchyard there will be a grass labyrinth to
wander through, a seat to gaze across the meadows
and a sundial to ponder upon time. In the church as
well as exploring the building some of the features
will enable you to focus your thoughts peacefully.
You can also follow a heritage trail through
Norwell. At the far end of the village the gardens of
Norwell Nursery will be open for you to wander by
the water and appreciate the beauties of a wide range
of plants.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9am. Book of Common
Prayer Holy Communion.
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www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
norwell/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Oxton, St. Peter & St. Paul
NG25 0SA

Ossington, Holy Rood
NG23 6LJ
This is a very unusual church. The present building
was built alongside Ossington Hall by Robert
Denison as a memorial to his brother William, who
died in 1782. At the west end of the church you can
see two statues of the original Denison brothers.
In a woodland setting away from the village, Holy
Rood stands on the site of an earlier church, dating
back to the 12th century. Some memorials from this
first church are preserved in the present one, such as
two tombs of the Cartwright family who acquired
Ossington at the Reformation.
There are two organs: a Victorian positive organ
and, in the lower storey of the tower, a barrel organ
of 1836. The barrel organ is dated 1835 and was made
by Thomas Robson, organ maker to William III. It is
used for all services.
The church has had associations with many grand
characters over the years: John Evelyn Denison who
was made speaker of the House of Commons in 1857
and Viscount Ossington upon his retirement. There
is a memorial to him and a window dedicated to his
wife on the north side.
There are many more interesting monuments and
statues, together with some impressive Victorian
stained glass windows. The most striking is that
by George Cooper Abbs in memory of Lady Elinor
Denison.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 2– 5pm.
Events: Please note that the following weekend, July
10th, is the Ossington annual garden party.
Website: http://southwellchurches.history.
nottingham.ac.uk/ossington/hintro.php

Although not mentioned in the Domesday Book
(1086) there is evidence of a Norman stonework
chancel arch and doorway and artefacts of possible
Saxon origin.
Whilst the 19th century restorations have left few
original features, one that is obvious is where the
late 14th century tower intrudes into the early 14th
century nave, reducing the number of bays from four
to three and a half; another is the box pews, some
dating from the 17th century.
The chancel window is a memorial to the dead of
the Great War, 1914-18. There are several memorials
and hatchments to members of the Sherbrooke
family, Lords of the Manor for some 400 years; also to
Robert Scothorn, a Quaker, who sailed to America in
1684 to join William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania.
Today the church is part of the united benefice of
Oxton, Epperstone, Gonalston & Woodborough.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
Events: BBQ Breakfast (as part of the informal ‘First
Sunday’ gathering) 10:15 – 11:30am.
Services: 10:15am. First Sunday gathering.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
oxton/hintro.php
www.4churches.webeden.co.uk
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.
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Rainworth, St. Simon &
St. Jude
NG21 0EB
Rainworth parish church was consecrated on the
feast day of St. Simon & St. Jude in 1939. It is a neat,
red brick building and has been sympathetically
renovated in recent years. A beautiful oak ceiling
was made in 2007 and the interior of the church
redecorated. There is a Christus Rex on the east wall
which draws you into the body of the church and a
stained glass window in the Lady Chapel showing
the now closed local collieries.
Open: Saturday 10am – 1pm., Sunday 12– 4pm.
Events: Church coffee shop open on Saturday 10–12,
serving cooked breakfasts and light refreshments.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:30am. All Age Worship.
www.mansfielddeanery.org.uk/rainworth
This church is generally open to visitors all year
round, every Thursday, Friday & Saturday between
10am. & 12 for tea, coffee and light refreshments.

Rolleston, Holy Trinity
NG23 5SE
The Domesday Book states that there was a church
at Rolleston in 1086 and, indeed, in the north wall of
the nave is a small portion of herringbone masonry
that would pre-date the Norman Conquest. In about
1895 some fragments of a Saxon cross-shaft were also
found.
The church now is mainly Norman with later
additions: The side aisles were added in the 13th
century and a broad low bell tower in the 14th
century. Two further storeys were added to the tower
in the 15th century but the original rubble walls were
insufficient to carry such weight and after much
settlement shoring work had to be done until a full
restoration was undertaken in 1889 – 1890 costing
£800.
The clerestory was added in the 16th century; the
height of the nave roof prior to that is visible on the
wall of the tower arch.

Events: tower open – conducted tours for the very fit!
Services: Sunday 4th July: 10:30am. Eucharist.
www.rollestonchurch.org.uk/
This church welcomes visitors all year round; there
is a notice up in the porch about where to obtain the
key.

Shelton, St. Mary &
All Saints
NG23 5JQ
The village has a small church with a double bellcote
and a Norman doorway. Signs of Saxon fragments
can be found in the fabric of the building.
Open: Saturday and Sunday all day.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Sibthorpe, St. Peter
NG23 5PN

The oldest parts of the church are the tower and
the chancel arch. These date from the 14th century
when the church was rebuilt by the priest Thomas
de Sibthorpe at his own expense, and he established
a chantry chapel and a college of priests to serve
it. This building replaced an earlier church which
was recorded in the Domesday Book. In the nave,
Thomas’ north and south aisles were demolished

Open: Saturday and Sunday 12– 4pm.
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in the 17th century and the nave is now aisle-less;
however, it has the original windows on its north
wall and the old foundations can be traced.
There is a very fine alabaster tomb of Edward
Burnell which was erected by his widow Barbara,
who had inherited the Sibthorpe lands on the death
of her previous husband.
In the north wall of the chancel is a beautiful
“Easter sepulchre” ,a representation of Christ’s tomb,
dating from the early 14th century. The risen Christ
is depicted rising above the tomb while below, the
guards are sleeping at their posts.
The stained glass window was probably installed
during the restoration of the church in 1856.
Unfortunately the Victorians made a mistake and put
the name Richard de Sibthorpe when it should have
been Thomas; Thomas being the priest, Richard, his
brother, was Lord of the Manor.
Later, in the 18th century, Sibthorpe was also
home to Thomas Secker who became Archbishop of
Canterbury.
Open: Saturday and Sunday during daylight hours.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 6pm. service of dedication
of the new chancel cross.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
sibthorpe/hintro.php
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

South Muskham,
St. Wilfrid
NG23 6EQ
There is evidence that there was a stone-built church
on this site prior to the Conquest. St. Wilfrid’s today
is a stone-built, Grade I listed building. The north
aisle is narrow, approx. 4ft. wide and almost certainly
dates from the 14th century; the north door is 13th
century and was most likely moved when the north
aisle was added. The tower clearly shows three
separate dates, the lower part of the tower is 13th
century, the second stage 14th century and in the 15th
century the tower was unroofed and a lofty belfry
added, housing three bells.
The church organ was built locally, by Harston’s of
Newark.

Open: Saturday and Sunday 10am – 5pm.
Events: various stalls.
www.riversideparishes.co.uk/southmuskham.htm
This church is generally open to visitors all year
round (minus toilets).
Refreshments (including strawberry & cream teas)

South Scarle, St. Helena
NG23 7JH
Approaching this 12th century church, one is greeted
with a cheeky gargoyle on the porch stone-work and,
in the niche above the porch entrance, the statue of
St. Helena. These are just the first of many interesting
features of the church.
Inside are two fine, restored Norman arcades. The
timber roof includes carved bosses and angels with
their shields. In the bell tower behind the font are the
five bells, two dated 1642, and the part mediaeval
ladder into the ringing chamber.
Above the door to the parish room is a vamping
horn; these were the precursors of the megaphone
and probably used to accompany the singing before
there were organs.
Above the chancel screen would have been a rood
loft with access by a staircase, a remnant of which
can be seen in the aumbry to the left. In the sanctuary
on the north wall is another aumbry. Both of these
have the grooves of shelving when they were used
as cupboards. In the south wall of the sanctuary is a
double piscina, one for hand washing and the other
for washing the communion vessels.
Other items of interest include the Jacobean oak
table (now the south aisle altar), the incumbents’
board, the holy water stoop by the door, the 13th
century base of the font and the mediaeval oak chest
with its three locks.
Open: Saturday 10am – 4pm., Sunday 11am – 3pm.
Events: Display of artefacts illustrating the history of
the village and the church, plus an art exhibition.
This church welcomes visitors all year round; you
may ask for the key from the Farm Shop next door
(except on Sundays and Mondays).
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Southwell Minster
NG25 0HD

Open: Saturday 10am – 4pm.
Events: Staunton museum will also be open showing
farm tools, etc., of bygone years. There will be Roman
artefacts on display, which have been found on the
Staunton Estate and also some pieces of a Lancaster
Bomber which crashed near Staunton and all the
crew were killed. There is a memorial to this in the
churchyard.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Southwell Minster is a superb Cathedral and Minster
church with a Norman nave which is one of the finest
in Europe. Other features include the magnificent
Angel window and the world renowned stone
carvings, ‘the leaves of Southwell’, in the Chapter
House.
The Minster has a packed programme of events
throughout the year. Please see the website www.
southwellminster.org.uk for more details.
Open: Saturday and Sunday 8am – 7pm.
Events: For children there is the popular search for
the 12 wooden mice.
The visitor centre incorporates the Minster shop,
refectory and audio-visual centre.
Services: Sunday 4th July: seven services in total over
the weekend – please see the website for full details.
www.southwellminster.org.uk
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.

Stoke Bardolph, St. Luke
NG14 5HU
St. Luke’s is a small country church set in the centre
of the farming community of Stoke Bardolph and
close to the lovely Trent riverside with its birdlife and
picturesque walks. One of the main features are the
two beautiful stained glass windows behind the altar
depicting St. George and St. Michael (come for a visit
to find out why they are in St. Luke’s!)
Part of the parish of St. Helen’s Burton Joyce, there
is a strong rural connection with the community.
Open: Saturday 10am – 5pm., Sunday 10am – 4pm.
Events: A wealth of old photographs of the village,
farm, church school and church will be on display.
On Sunday the 4th, the country garden of Hebbs
Farmhouse, Stoke Bardolph, will be open 2– 5pm.
Herbaceous borders, old roses, in a traditional
country setting. Plant sales and teas £2 adults,
children free. All proceeds to St. Luke’s church.
This church welcomes visitors all year round; there
is a notice up in the porch about where to obtain the
key.

Staunton, St. Mary
NG13 9PE
The church stands in the grounds of the Staunton
Estate. Features of interest include a rood screen
which dates back to 1500s, the bell tower of 1377, font
of 1200, five hatchments with armorial bearings, two
14th century bench pews and mediaeval monuments
going back to the Crusades. There are also many
of the Staunton family buried in the church. The
building was restored in 1853.
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Sutton-on-Trent, All Saints
NG23 6PD
All Saints is a beautiful, grade I listed building
dating from 13th century, with 15th and 16th century
additions. The church has many superb original
features (having escaped a threatened Victorian
renovation!). One of its treasures is a splendidly
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carved oak screen, dating from about 1520, with open
loft above; a rare feature in England.
Another outstanding feature is the Meering chapel,
newly restored and refurbished with a lovely oak
and glass screen.
The organ is by Henry Speechly & Sons of London
and has recently been moved from the Meering
Chapel, being superbly rebuilt by Henry Groves &
Son.
Open: Sunday 10am – 6pm.
Events: Craft exhibitions in the church – Newark
Tuesday Quilters Exhibition, pottery painting & other
crafts and hobbies.
Open gardens in Sutton 10am – 6pm. on Sunday.
£3 entrance (accompanied children under 12 – free!)
Proceeds to All Saints.
This church welcomes visitors all year round; there
is a notice up in the porch about where to obtain the
key.

Thurgarton, St. Peter
NG14 7FW
Thurgarton Augustinian Priory was built in the 12th
- 13th century. The best known of the canons who
lived at Thurgarton was Walter Hilton (born c.1330).
He is still remembered for his written work “The
Ladder of Perfection”, which made an important
contribution to the development of the mystical
tradition. There is a memorial to him on one of the
present church pillars.
In the mediaeval period the church building
rivalled Southwell Minster in size and magnificence,
but fell into disrepair following the dissolution of the
monasteries in 1538. The church was restored in 1846,
incorporating parts of the ancient building: To the
south of the altar stands a triple misericord, typical of
the furniture of the priory in late monastic times. Each
seat is constructed to form a two-level seat, a sitting
level and another level, which allowed the occupant to
take the weight off his legs whilst apparently standing.
There are two stone coffins, hand carved, probably
from solid stone quarried near Ancaster. These
were discovered, with several skeletons, in an
archaeological dig on Castle Hill, just south of the
Priory. This is considered to be a Saxon burial site,
combined with a small fort. There are also traces on

the hill of a small church or chapel, which predated
the priory by three or four centuries.
The stone which forms the altar surface was
recovered from a nearby well when the church was
restored in the 19th century. The stone was probably
quarried at Ancaster, and is generally accepted as one
of the few surviving pre-reformation stone altars.
Open: Saturday 12– 6pm, Sunday 11am – 6pm.
Events: a History trail. There are many historical
features in the church and our resident historian has
prepared a sheet for visitors to complete to help them
enjoy their visit.
Weather permitting, visitors are welcome to bring
a picnic to enjoy in the beautiful grounds of St Peter’s.
Cricket ground adjacent to the church is one of the
most beautiful in the country.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 11am. All Age/family
service.
www.thurgartonhistory.co.uk
Extra information: Unfortunately parking is limited
near the church.

Upton, St. Peter & St. Paul
NG23 5SR
Upton church stands at the heart of the village,
overlooking meadowland. It is unique in having a
tower with nine pinnacles. Parts of its stonework date
back to the 13th century. Other interesting features
include a wall painting with traces of mediaeval
paint, 20th century stained glass, and choir stalls
carved by a local craftsman.
Open: Saturday 10am – 7pm, Sunday 12– 5pm.
Events: Upton Village Fete will be held on Saturday
3rd July at Upton Hall.
Services: Sunday 4th July: 9am.
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.
Car park (Upton Hall)
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Wellow, St. Swithin

Woodborough, St. Swithun

NG22 0EG
St. Swithin’s is a beautiful building, originating in the
12th century with additions in the 14th century and
later refurbishments. The many interesting details
of the building include: a font bowl, dating from
Norman times and the mechanism of the original
church clock, which was made by Richard Roe of
Epperstone in 1699. It is of historical importance and
is displayed in church.
More recently the people of the village celebrated
the millennium by having a new stained glass
window designed and installed in the west wall
of the church. It is very striking in its depiction of
the annual maypole celebrations using Christian
symbolism.

NG14 6DX

Open: Saturday and Sunday 2– 5pm.
Events: 2010 is the 60th anniversary of the Maypole
Celebrations. There will be a display of the dresses
worn by May Queens and photographs from each
decade from 1950 to 2010.
There will be a quiz sheet for children relating to
the photographs.
Extra information: There is a small charge for
refreshments and quiz sheet.
As parking is limited near the church we suggest
paying a visit to the pub nearby and using their car
park.

It is likely that a Saxon church existed here at one
time, but certainly a small Norman church was built
about 1150 by Ralph de Wodeburg, Lord of the
Manor, on the site of the present nave. The present
church was consecrated in 1335, then rebuilt and
enlarged in 1356 by Richard de Strelley. It has a fine
chancel distinguished by its five light east windows
in the Decorated style. The later built nave is of
poorer design and the tower is late Perpendicular
style (1550)
Special features include a sculptured gable cross
on the east end of the roof, shields of the Strelley
family above the outside of the east window, Kempe
windows in the chancel, locally carved choir stalls
and a Jacobean oak altar table given in 1660 by John
Woode, Recorder of Newark.
Today the church is part of the united benefice of
Oxton, Epperstone, Gonalston & Woodborough.
Open: Saturday and Sunday, 10am – 4pm.
Events: Nottingham Boys Choir Concert, 7:30pm.
Saturday evening. Tickets available from Sue Green
(0115 965 4386).
Services: 8am. Holy Communion, 9:30am. Family
service, 6pm. ‘Prayer @ 6’.
www.southwellchurches.history.nottingham.ac.uk/
woodborough/hintro.php
www.4churches.webeden.co.uk
This church is generally open to visitors all year round.
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