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More than 70 churches open up over two weekends with special welcomes for visitors

The Church of St ???????? will be opening up on ????????......details of opening/events/attractions..... (fill in your church details here)
This is just one of the churches joining in a special weekend as churches across the districts of Mansfield, Ashfield, Gedling, Rushcliffe, Broxtowe and the city of Nottingham give a special welcome to visitors over two weekends in July, when more than 70 churches will take part in the Open Churches weekends.

The special weekends, (on the 9th/10th & 16th/17th July) are being launched under the umbrella of the Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham’s Church History Project, following a successful pilot in other parts of the county in 2010. 

Bishop Paul said:”These weekends will give many more people the chance to discover or rediscover the rich variety of churches we have across the county. Apart from the amazing history and architecture, with stories that bring the past alive, our churches are places of prayer and worship, at the heart of the local community. My hope is that visitors over the weekends will want to find out more about the faith that led these places to be built and that continues to transform people and communities in this country and the wider world.”

Some of the churches will simply be opening their doors to visitors, while others are running a host of activities and events to coincide with the weekend.

Open Churches coordinator, Heather Sirrel, said; “Everyone is welcome – families, walkers, historians, pilgrims, locals, tourists, or the just plain curious... it’s a fantastic opportunity to come to see these buildings and simply soak up the heritage – both architectural and spiritual.”

Several of the churches will be opening especially for the weekend and it will be a fantastic opportunity to visit some hidden gems, including St Martin of Tours, Bilborough, where the nave dates back to 1350. In 1946 two murals, depicting the Annunciation were painted beside the east window by the artist Evelyn Gibb. Thought to have been destroyed in the 70s they have recently been re-discovered  and a display of the history and photographs about the murals will be on show. 
At Keyworth, St Mary there is a chance to see round the ancient 14th century building packed with history. The church will be open during the weekend of the 9th & 10th of July and there will be displays of vestments, flowers, a church trail and bellringing talks and demonstrations. 

St Catherine’s, Cossall, has links to DH Lawrence, as the cottages next to the church appear in his novel The Rainbow and a fine oak raredos was carved by Alfred Burrows, whose daughter Louie was engaged to the renowned author.

People are being encouraged to share their photos of St Thomas’s Church in Kirkby-in-Ashfield as it celebrates its 75th anniversary. The hope is to create a display of photos depicting the church over the years including people’s photos of weddings, christenings, festivals and special services. The will also be creating a memory book with people’s stories and recollections.

There will be a whole range of activities and events taking place at the churches opening for the weekend, from flower festivals and fair trade sales to Bible displays, tours, tower trips, table tennis events, musical events and bell ringing demonstrations. Many will also be getting into the summer spirit with strawberry teas and cream teas available.

Director of Partnerships and Mission for the Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham, the Revd David McCoulough, said: “We are so fortunate to have such a rich variety of historical buildings in our towns and villages to visit. Places of prayer and worship, centres of community life and service, buildings of historical and architectural significance. This weekend builds on last year’s pilot weekend and we are really pleased that more than 70 churches are getting involved again this year.”

Details of the weekend are available on www.nottsopenchurches.org.uk  or contact heather.sirrel@southwell.anglican.org
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For further information contact Rachel Farmer tel 01636 817218 or Heather Sirrel tel 07736286056
